This newsletter is sent out not to boast about our stud but to keep our clients and breeders informed with what we are
doing and also to thank people for their loyalty through the years. We share ideas with you and hopefully they can be of
benefit in your stud breeding as we also learn a lot from all the breeders that come to visit us at La Rochelle.
•

We truly can state that Meatmaster breeding is to us all about the breed and not about us. The breed needs to
flourish for us to share in its good fortune.

Our Production Sale

The MISCONCEPTION that it is just a Stud Sale: *NO*
It is not a Stud sale with commercial animals
It IS a Commercial sale with Stud animals
In spite of the fact that all sheep offered are registered, performance
tested sheep, in the summary below you will see that our Production
Sale, where we offer our best animals, that the prices are VERY
reasonable.
Our 32nd production sale held in February was the sale with the most
rams on offer on any one sale, nearly twice as many as that of any other sale. This is done to make sure that every buyer that
honors us by attending our sale gets a good quality ram at a fair price. We welcome some not sold at the end as we believe
we have then achieved our aim. Although there are a lot of rams on sale the QUALITY is never compromised. Remember the
100 rams are selected from a lamb crop of over 200 rams from seven unrelated blood-lines. We breed +/- 500 Rams each
year from our registered ewes of which we sell +/- 350 annually.
Here follows the averages of the sale:
Good Commercial rams:
51 Rams where sold for between R4 500 - R8 000
9 Rams where sold for between R8 000 – R12 000

Good Stud rams – Excellent Commercial Rams: - 13 Rams were sold for between R12 500 – R20 000
Excellent Stud rams
8 Rams where sold above R20 000
Commercial Ewe Ave (NOT REGISTERED): 78 Ewes were on offer, all sold for an
average of R1,320
They were sold in lots ranging from 10 to 21 ewes in a bunch.
Of the 91 rams on offer 81 was sold and 10 not sold, which is exactly what we wanted
to achieve with our big numbers. This was our first sale with big Ram numbers. Our reason for boosting the numbers, apart
from that the Stud is getting bigger, is to MAKE SURE THAT THE COMMERCIAL and the STUD buyer finds a sire to fit the
requirements for their herd and pocket. At the same time it allows us to evaluate what it is that our clients are looking for
and what not. It was for us a tremendous blessing to have everyone riding away with a ram. No one came after the sale and
asked for a ram that was not sold, because there were enough rams at very reasonable prices. Another big advantage is that
even if you are from far, it makes it worthwhile to ride that little bit extra, because you know you will find a ram.
Thank you to every single person who took the time out of their busy schedule to come and spend the day with us. We do
realise that time for everyone these days is limited and schedules are tight, but please know that your sacrifice does not go
unnoticed and we hope that the day was worthwhile and enjoyable for you. We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude
towards everyone who paid us such kind words and congratulated us on our offering before the sale. After the sale we were
approached by various stud breeders and commercial breeders who thanked us for the fact that we were willing to sell rams
at R4500 and ewes at R1200 so they too can also have an opportunity to get a start - to that we can only answer…..THANK
YOU
Collett Farming gives back!
With the Fuel rebate system we put in place at our sale, WE GAVE BACK OVER R44 000 TO OUR CLIENTS. Just our way to say
thank you for your support. In 2019 we will again institute this rebate system for your ongoing support. This is for new and
old customers.

2019 PRODUCTION SALE DATE

:

Our 33rd Production sale:
On offer we will have 210 Ewes (All ewes will have been with the ram),
and 100 Rams with 6 Proven Stud Sires.
Of the 6 Sires will be CC 5431 “SEAL”, CC 5407 “LUCKY STRIKE”, CC 7007
“MAGIC SPY” (Full brother to Fat Magic). CC 7120 “REDEMPTION” Son of
LEGEND, CC 6340 “AMPER DAAR” from the KOLKOP family, CC 6380
“MAJESTY’S JEWELS”.
CC 5407 “Lucky Strike” obviously is one of the main attractions on the sale.
This is a ram that is desperately needed throughout the industry. He
brings so much to the table. He has given us some excellent progeny
which will be on display the day of the sale, as we display our bloodlines and current rams that are being used in the stud.
He has the highest breeding values of all the breeding rams in the country. He will be on offer with a reserve price.
The mother of Fat Magic will also be on the sale, here she is with her triplets of two months old. She is only one of the
excellent ewes that will be coming under the hammer.

We are so enthusiastic about the upcoming sale!!! The group of young rams that will be on offer are truly on another level.
Years of selection and performance testing have come together and are starting to snowball now, with the effect that we
can yearly see the improvement in their figures but visually as well. Please check out our Facebook page and website to view
photo’ s and the buildup to the sale. www.facebook.com/superiorgenetics and www.clyntoncollett.com

To our Namibian clients
By this time everyone has heard about the
foot-and-mouth outbreak in South Africa
and that all borders have closed. The
GOOD NEWS is that the government is
really trying hard to resolve the problem.
The disease was picked up early and the area was placed under
quarantine very quickly. Thus the problem is isolated. The
expectation is that the borders should reopen within the next three

weeks. Although this sounds overly enthusiastic to us, it sparks hope. This alone proves how hard government is working to
resolve the problem. But this is how we can serve you, our client:
We are willing to keep the animals here for the quarantine period and then deliver them to Ariamsvlei.
**NB: Should you plan to come to the sale PLEASE PHONE US so that we can make pre-arrangements as this helps the
process to progress faster after the sale.
Thank you to all the Namibian breeders that supported our Production Sale and other sales in South Africa during the past
year. Especially to Danie Visser and Jannie de Villiers, thank you for your support and we trust that the purchases you have
made will have a positive influence on your studs.
Our selection:
In this photo we are selecting our group of 270 day old rams. The
date we classed the rams was 9 October 2018, middle spring after
the harsh long winter, where this group of rams, like all our other
stock, received ABSOLUTELY NO help regarding feeding, lick,
vitamin drenching etc… This is the only way that we can make sure
that only the cream rises to the top. By any means that we
interfere with them on the veldt… our selection becomes pointless.
Science has proven over and over that interfering will make the
“cream” look more, but it is actually not….its froth.
Preparation for the sale.
The ewes that weaned lambs in January are receiving a very light feeding ration on the veldt to get their condition up to
standard as they have weaned excellent lambs through a very dry and extremely hot period. This will also help get them
pregnant quicker as they are all running with different stud sires and will run with them till the day of the sale. The ewes that
were mated in November/December are not receiving any form of feeding or lick currently as we are satisfied with their
condition. The rams are also receiving a very light ration on the veldt, as all their performance testing has been done and
finalised. The little bit of condition they put on will only help them with the adaption at their new home and have them ready
to work immediately in their new herds.
The Timeless Benefit that makes us different
We at Collett Farming have been involved in stud breeding for many generations… and what we have learned is that there is
more than one road to choose from concerning stud breeding.
Here are the options:
1. Is to mass produce while the breed you are busy with is popular and then climb out, to make maximum amount of
money to YOUR OWN GAIN, but to the detriment of many a buyer…
2. Mass produce good ewe and ram combinations via the technology of embryo flushing, thus severely limiting
bloodlines, but because you know these combinations breed good looking ewes and rams, YOUR OWN PERSONAL
GAIN ONCE AGAIN IS MAXIMUM, and then climb out and chase the next “big thing.”
3. Overuse Feed and Management to have the “best looking” and “performing” animals so as to attract the most
attention to yourself at any opportunity where your animals will be compared with others. As I’ve heard a breeder
from another breed state: “if we only start feeding our ram lambs at weaning, our lambs never catch up to the other
breeders ram lambs who have been fed from birth.” Again this is only for personal gain… because why go through
all the extra expense…?
4. Over marketing on social media has become a very popular, but in many ways an annoying one. You can make a
poor animal look very good and make a fed animal look very tough, just by how or where you take a photo and by
what story you tell.
5. By being an unscrupulous salesman, spreading any unbelievable story just to boost the image of your stud.

The road we chose:
OUR “LOSS” IS YOUR GAIN
As animal breeding is progressing on various different levels, one thing is certain. All these fields are utilising the data of DNA
in some way, shape or form. Whether it be for the utilisation of mass production in intensive systems or whether it be on
the extensive veldt for survival, disease resistance etc, it has become a factor.
At Collett Farming we had started on this path about 10 years ago with the collection of DNA of all our animals on record.
From all that we have learned through scientific animal breeding, the understanding of genetics and the passing on of
genetics, epi-genetics and the factors that turn genes on and off, we have chosen to do our breeding in a way that will give
the most to our clients.
We have used embryo flushing only to multiply certain genetics from already tested ewes and rams to improve the quality
of our autumn lambs to match the spring lambs.
Regarding feeding and management, we do not give any feeding or lick to improve our production and reproduction. Stud
ewes get the exact same treatment as our commercial ewes.
When it comes to marketing on social media we try to limit ourselves not to annoy our clients, but try to post and notify only
when something specific was done which we think can be of value or interesting to our clients. Doing so also gives everyone
a chance to say their say on social media without one party or parties grabbing all the attention.
Our Big goal is to satisfy the needs of our clients, that’s why we try to have a big diversity of rams and ewes and different
combinations thus not limiting combinations or bloodlines…
Collett Farming in Namibia
In 2018 we had another great sale with Jaco and Susan Opperman from Swartmodder
Meatmaster Stud. We would like to thank each and every one that came out to support the
sale. Even in the extreme drought in that part of the country you came out in big numbers for
support. WE THANK YOU WITH OUR WHOLE HEART!!! This was our last sale in Namibia with
Jaco and Susan. It is with great sadness that we can no longer assist our Namibian clients from
within Namibia, as it has been made near to impossible for us. But to all our clients we would
like to say that we will still serve you to the best of our abilities from within the borders of South
Africa.
We would like to thank Jaco and Susan for their warm hospitality towards us, their trust in us and for their hard work to make
the sales happen and to try and make a next sale possible. It was not meant to be and we wish the two of you with your new
sale partner all the best in your breeding plan.
CREAM of the Crop
Photos of the most expensive rams which we took to sales throughout 2018
Our Production Sale

Klerksdorp Sale
(This ram was a not sold on our Production Sale, as there was no offer)

National Sale

Boesmanland Veldt Ram Sale

Best Of Africa Sale

Loeriesfontein Sale

2019 Collett Farming sale/expo calendar ( ~ DATES TO TAKE NOTE OF ~ )
28 February 2019 – COLLETT FARMING Production Sale at Venterstad/Bethulie
21 March 2019 – NoordWes Meatmaster sale – Klerksdorp (We won’t be able to attend this sale, but please support the sellers)
14-17 May 2019 – NAMPO
24 May 2019 – NoordWes Meatmaster veiling - Klerksdorp
30 May 2019 – Sentrale Karoo Veiling -Bloemfontein * Take note, this was the Three Sisters sale, now in Bloemfontein
13 June 2019 – MEATMASTER Aangetekende veiling - Upington
8 August 2019 – MEATMASTER NATIONAL SALE - Bloemfontein
25 September 2019 – Stephan Kirsten Produksie veiling en Gasverkoopers - Graaff-Reinett
12 October 2019 – Best of Africa Sale – Coligny
November 2019 – Loeriesfontein Meatmaster Sale - Loeriesfontein
Herd Health
As customary all our rams where tested in January of 2018 and as the year went on we
have sent blood samples to three or more laboratories. We mainly test for fertility, Bovis and B-Melatensis and other gender specific diseases. We are pleased to say that
once again it was all clean, 14 years and running. For our first test of the year we use
Grootfontein’s team that come out to the farm and tests all the animals. This team
has proven themselves over many years and gives us great comfort in the manner in
which they operate and handle the animals. Although they are not currently
accredited for export, this has nothing to do with their tests. Although the quality of
their testing is the same as Onderstepoort the reason for them not being accredited for export is due to lack of infrastructure
requirements, such as not enough toilets per x amount of workers etc. In saying this we want to encourage all livestock
breeders to make use of them as there is nothing wrong with their test results, they are quick and reliable.

New Ventures:
Collett Farming has welcomed our latest
addition to the farm:
Little MINIATURE DONKEYS
These are honestly beyond cute and very
unique little animals. We had been doing
research on them and looking into buying
of them for quite some time, but because
of their scarcity (and price) it has been
difficult to acquire of them.
It was in October that we welcomed our first two Jennies and breeding Jack. And in December our second group, another
breeding Jack and 2 Jennies (one with her older foal as well as her current foal) and one which is to foal in February arrived
on the farm. Having farmed with various horse and pony breeds, the latest being a group of miniature horses, which had to
make space for the donkeys, it was unsure if the donkeys would measure up! But the truly unique temperament and loving
nature of the miniature donkeys have stolen the hearts of all at La Rochelle. These cuties make for perfect pets for young
and old!

Borans
We have decided to end our membership to the society but this does
not mean we are stopping with our Borans. We are carrying on with our
breeding program, recording dams, sires, date of birth’s etc just like
always, we are just not part of the society. This gives us leverage to
explore and extract the true value of the Boran.
The breed is trying harder and harder to satisfy the feedlot industry.
Thus with regards to the conformation of the bulls being used, the
emphasis is all placed on the muscling and growth of the bull. We
believe a good bull that makes money is a bull that breeds females that
are most capable of giving you the highest reproduction and production.
We will endeavour in future to provide such bulls to our clients as we
are able to select for this type of bull and are not being forced by a society to breed what we believe are Borans which are
no different to what other breeds are selecting for. Because we will keep only the cream of the bulls that are born, we ask
our clients to please order bulls in time, as everything not ordered will be castrated.

Our message to you:
Where Happy New Year has become a bit of a cliché with messages sent round the world by its billions our message to you
is more personal.
We pray that 2019 is the year that our Land will be healed and the foundation is thrown for a wise, moral and just Nation,
truly united under God. This in itself should cause every self-professed child of God to look introspectively for the Word of
God states in James 4:17 “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”(NKJV) .
We are quick to look around us and moan and blame for all the wrong and hurt taking place in our nation, but most of us get
stuck at that point and become hardened and do nothing, looking and waiting for others to make a difference. We have all
been given something and maybe if we could start using that something and reach out to those around us to make a
difference, even if it means only in one individual’s life. It is still a difference you have made.

It is our prayer that Our Leaders in South Africa will realise their responsibility in the positions they are in, as we too should
realise our responsibility in the place and positions we are in.
May you find your strength through the tough times this year, as we all know they do come, but may you find that strength
in The One who will never leave you, nor will He ever forsake you!!!
From all of us here at Collett Farming
Clynton, Dora, Angelique, Mario and the Kids.

